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Uniform and Appearance Policy 2020
Introductory Statement
This policy was formulated during the school year 2019/20, in a collaborative process inclusive of staff, parents, and Board of Management. The involvement of all relevant stakeholders ensures the creation of a positive school climate and atmosphere where all are involved and valued and reflects the mutual respect among all members of our school community. 
Rationale
· To foster the sense of identity and belonging amongst the children as pupils of our school

· To encourage the children to take pride in their appearance and to foster an appreciation of the value of smart, neat and appropriate appearance

· To maintain high standards of personal hygiene and to safeguard the health and safety of children and staff

· To develop the children’s self-esteem, self-confidence and sense of security

· To promote a sense of equality and to show that all children in our school are valued equally and treated equally

· To remove any pressure to follow fashion trends

· To minimise distractions from learning in the classroom

· To provide good value and practicality for parents in dressing their children for school
School Uniform

Our school uniform consists of a red crested jumper, white shirt, grey/red tie, grey trousers, pinafore or skirt. These should be worn with grey tights/socks and black shoes or runners. The jumper and tie are available from Buckley’s, Shandon St.
P.E. Uniform

Our P.E. uniform consists of a grey and red crested tracksuit to be worn with comfortable runners. The red t-shirt can be a generic polo style t-shirt or there is an option of a crested round neck t-shirt. Football jerseys or other t-shirts are not allowed. 6th Class school hoodies may be worn in place of the tracksuit top. The school tracksuit and crested red t-shirt are available from Buckley’s, Shandon St. 
Seasonal Variations

During hot weather in May or June, children may wear knee length navy or grey shorts/skorts. Crested shorts/skorts are optional and are available from Buckleys, Shandon St.
Appearance

· We advocate a neat and tidy appearance at all times.
· Hair should be clean and long hair must be tied up neatly.
· Hair may not be dyed in vibrant colours, partially shaved, or shaved in lines or patterns.
· Makeup and fake nails of any sort are strictly forbidden.
· Nails should be clean and neatly trimmed.
· Nail varnish is discouraged.
· Children may wear one pair of stud earrings in their earlobes.
· No other jewellery or piercings of any sort are allowed, including facial piercings and piercings that are not visible.
· Tattoos of any sort are not allowed, including henna and washable tattoos.
Procedure

· Children are always expected to wear the school uniform or tracksuit coming to school, on particular days as set out by the class teacher. This would usually be 3 uniform days and 2 tracksuit days per week.
· It is the responsibility of the parents to ensure that uniforms and tracksuits are freshly laundered. 

· Children are not permitted to mix school uniform and tracksuit.

· The teacher will advise families as to the correct uniform to be worn for school outings e.g. tracksuit for a blitz, uniform for a trip to the theatre.

· Occasionally, families may find that due to unforeseen circumstances the child cannot wear the appropriate uniform. Should this occur, a note must be provided explaining the reason. If a child regularly comes to school without the appropriate uniform, parents will be contacted.

· It is at the discretion of the Principal and Deputy Principal to decide as to the suitability of any hairstyle or fashion trend, and parents may be contacted in order to rectify hairstyles or fashion trends which do not conform to acceptable norms.

· If a child comes to school with any piercings or jewellery other than one stud earring in each earlobe, they will be asked to remove these and the teacher will place the items in an envelope to be returned to the child at home time. If this happens more than once, parents will be contacted. 
· If a child comes to school with long hair down, they will be given a hair elastic to tie it up. If this happens more than once, parents will be contacted.

· If a child comes to school with their hair dyed in vibrant colours or shaved with lines/patterns then parents will be contacted and the child will be required to wear a hat in the yard and on any school outings.  

· When parents are contacted regarding uniform or appearance, they will be provided with a copy of the uniform and appearance policy with the part that the child has breached highlighted.
Ratification:
This plan was ratified by the Board of Management on 29th April 2020.
Signed:
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